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The Internet is nothing new to many people around the world. Even over here in Nigeria, thanks to the emergence of several Internet service providers and cyber cafes, many are able to receive and send emails and surf the World Wide Web with relative ease.

However, that is not to say there aren’t still people to whom the whole idea of the Internet is a strange concept. Let’s face it, some of us don’t have any idea whatsoever on using a computer much less surfing the Internet and handling emails. Some may be familiar with the computer, but know very little about that aspect of information technology revolutionising human life today or know nothing about it at all. There are people who would prefer someone else to handle all the computer and Internet work for them – “Bola, please type this private message for me and email it to my fiancée. Thanks!”

There’s nothing bad about all this  - NO ONE PERSON KNOWS EVERYTHING THERE IS TO KNOW IN THIS WORLD. We do learn new things as the days of our lives pass by.

I enjoy working with computers and the Internet and believe everyone has something to benefit from whatever knowledge and information is available on them. The work you are about to read is my little attempt at providing relatively easy to read and understand information about the Internet.

I hope it is of some benefit to children, especially, and adults alike.

Learn something about the Internet today… you may be teaching me something about it tomorrow.

Read on and have fun!

- I. I. Sule ‘22/2K+2.

What Is The Internet?
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We are familiar with computers and the ways we can use them to do all sorts of things – typing, playing games, reading material, listening to CDs and even watching short video clips or whole films. We do so many things with computers at home, at school or at places of work.

Imagine being able to share the things we do on our computers with other people so they could, let’s say, look at the pictures we have on our computers on theirs as well. Then we could also use our computers to see the pictures they have on their own systems.

The Internet provides us with a way of sharing such information. It is a little like watching satellite television, at home, where you get to watch TV shows and films from different countries around the world. In this case, however, we are talking about using computers (although television sets can be used for the Internet as well) to not only ‘watch’, but have other people around the world ‘watch’ our work also and communicate with us.

The Internet is an arrangement of thousands, if not millions, of computers across the world - called networking –, which allows them to communicate with each other and exchange information.

How Does The Internet Work?

No one individual, group, company, organization or government has complete control over the Internet. 

The Internet can be looked at like a country, for example, having several states all linked together by a careful network of major roads, rail, water and air routes. Each state has smaller routes linking its cities, towns, villages and other communities to the major routes to other states. Even smaller routes connect these cities, towns, villages, communities and finally individual households to each other. 

With the Internet we have massive super computers around the world networked over an information highway or the Internet backbone, exchanging huge amounts of data and information. Communities of networked computers can link up to this highway and then pass information on to smaller groups making them up or on to other communities. Eventually, the link ends up at a computer being used by an individual.

Organizations known as Internet Service Providers (ISPs) provide homes, schools and companies with access to the Internet backbone in much the same way cable television companies provide you with access to cable television viewing. You subscribe to the services of an Internet Service Provider, making monthly or annual payments depending on what agreement can be reached.
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How Do I Get My Computer Connected To The Internet?

A computer cannot connect on to the Internet if no access has been provided for it to link through.

The following conditions are necessary before connection to the Internet is possible:

1. You have to have a computer first, of course.

2. The computer needs have a device called a modem built into it or connected to it separately – computers connecting to the Internet using an Internet Service Provider do so with phone lines plugged into them and the modem is a sort of ‘telephone’ which enables the computer to dial the Internet Service Provider then communicate with the equipment linking it to the Internet (exchange of information between the computer and the internet via the Internet Service Provider occurs over the phone line).

3. You must have a telephone that works and is not too noisy – very noisy lines make a smooth link to the Internet from the computer difficult.

4. There has to be an Internet Service Provider where you can subscribe to without having to spend too much money. They create an account for you on their own computer systems, which consists of a username, and password, which identify you to their computers when you try to connect to the Internet through them.  Your password also serves as a kind of key, locking other people who don’t have it from using your account without your knowledge. You would have to pay enormous amounts of money to settle your phone bills if everyone could use your Internet account and phone line to connect to and use the Internet as much as they liked. Remember, connecting to the Internet over the phone line for one hour is the same things as speaking on the phone for one whole hour as far as the telephone company is concerned!
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5. The Internet Service Provider then has your computer configured (this is like setting and programming your computer) so it can connect to the Internet via their systems. This done you will notice icon showing two computers connected to a telephone on your desktop (if the person who carried out the configuration places it there). Double-clicking on this icon opens up a dialogue box with which you verify your username, password and the phone number to the Internet Service Provider’s system have been correctly typed in. 
Then click on the ‘Connect’ button, making sure the phone line has been properly plugged into your computer (your Internet Service Provider will show you how). You should hear the computer making some dialling, ping and shush noises as the modem dials the computer and systems at the Internet Service Provider’s and attempts to make a connection. Once connected, your system begins to communicate with the ISP’s and those systems begin to check and confirm the username and password from your computer. If they match the ones with the ISP, the connection is completed and you are logged on ready to use the Internet. Close the final dialogue box that appears affirming you have logged on.
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To disconnect your computer you simply double-click on the same icon you used earlier to connect, clicking on the disconnect button on the     dialogue box that appears. You will also notice the image of two computer screens connected to each other down on the bottom right side of your computer screen, by the time display. Double-clicking on this can also help you check how long you have remained connected to the Internet or to disconnect.
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6. Finally, to use the Internet on your computer, there has to be a software (one of the programmes, you can see on the computer when it is turned on, which enable it to perform various functions or activities) called a browser. You may also have another software on your computer to make it receive and store email messages you can read even when you’re not connected to the Internet.
You have to open the browser or email programme immediately you are logged on after connecting to your ISP.

Even if you don’t own a computer, you can still enjoy the Internet by using a friend’s, which is connected, or a computer connected to the Internet at school or a work place. You can get on to the Internet from a cyber-café (also called an Internet-café), a shop where computers are hooked up on to the Internet for your use at a price.

Browsers

A browser is a kind of software programme the computer uses when you wish to view text, articles, pictures, animations, videos, and so on over the Internet. The browser creates a sort of environment like the television screen upon which you can see all these things and use them.  This environment is referred to as the browser window (because it looks like an open window through which you can look at things ‘outside’). 

There are many kinds of browsers you have on your computer. Two of the most widely used ones are the Internet Explorer, made by the Microsoft company, and the Netscape Navigator, from Netscape. The Internet Explorer is usually represented with a big, blue ‘e’ while the Navigator has an ‘N’. 
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Microsoft Explorer                                   [image: image8.png][N]

Netscape



 Netscape Navigator

We shall be taking a closer look at the Internet Explorer. To open the window, you simply double-click (click the mouse button twice rapidly) the ‘e’ on your computer’s desktop or click once on the ‘e’ on the toolbar close to the ‘Start’ button, if it is there. Your desktop is the first environment you see on your screen when you turn on your computer displaying various icons of file, documents and programmes on your computer with some plain or colourful design on the background. 

Here’s a picture of the Explorer’s open window below.
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Useful Tips On Using A Browser

The World Wide Web

When we use a browser, the part of the Internet we would most likely be interested in would be the World Wide Web. The World Wide Web (www) is made of network of computers in a web-like manner sharing information in the form of websites and web pages. When you seek information related to the Coca-Cola, your browser displays Coca-Cola’s website which consists of specially designed environments – pages – displaying text, pictures, sounds and/or video information on Coca-Cola. You could say websites are like the Internet’s version of TV channels. 

A website would also be a whole book while a web page would be one of the book’s pages.

One can own one’s own website with a domain name like www.iamikani.com and pay fees annually, or so, for the privilege of having that particular address registered to you alone (just like companies are registered). 

Alternatively, you can use someone else’s website to display your own page, a personal homepage, e.g. having in www.balaboy.com.ng/iamikani or www.iamikani.maryamhia.com where iamikani no longer has its own domain name, but instead, becomes a page under the balaboy.com.ng website or under the maryamhia.com website. There are many websites offering such web page services for free on the internet such as Yahoo!’s Geocities (www.geocities.com) and Tripod (www.tripod.com). Such organizations benefit from offering such free service (as do you) because they usually get to place adverts on your page(s) for their clients – they need all the audience they can get from people placing their pages with them from all parts of the world.

The Address Box

Shown in the picture below, this is an open space (a box) on the browser window where you type in the address or URL (Uniform resource Locator) to a website or web page you would like to view. 
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You type an address in the box and click on the ‘Go’ button next to it or press the ‘Enter’ key on your keyboard to open the site or page you seek. A website or page’s address or URL is specific to it alone and is what differentiates it from the millions others available on the World Wide Web. When, for example, you type in the address to the Ikani’s Homestead page – http://ikanishometead.tripod.com -, the browser searches the Internet for that particular address and when it is found, only that page is displayed with its contents for you to view. Thus, no two websites or pages can have the same address. The presence of capital letters, small letters, dashes, hyphens or domain name extension like .com and .net can make one address different from a similar one. You have to be sure you type in the correct address to the website or page you want to visit. Iliketobrowse.com would be a different address from iliketobrowse.com or Iliketobrowse.net. Some addresses contain the www. while others do not. Some sites can be accessed with or without the www. (World Wide Web) e.g. www.cnn.com and cnn.com both open CNN’s web page.

The http which appears before an address (whether you type it in or not) stands for Hypertext Transfer Protocol. This is simply a protocol, a set of rules, used by computers to exchange information between themselves over the Internet using special forms of data called hypertext.

You don’t always have to type the address into the address box to get to a site, you can simply highlight the address (as shown below) from a page it has already been typed on, copy it (right-click or use the Edit menu) and then paste it in the address box and ‘go’ or press the ‘Enter’ key.

Right-clicking involves placing your pointer, with your mouse, on any part of the computer screen and then clicking on the button on the right side of the mouse. A menu appears with various options you can then choose to use by clicking on them, this time using the mouse’s left button.

The address box also stores the addresses you type in and visit for future use. All you do the next time you are using the browser is click on the button on one end of the box with a triangle arrow on it and all the previously used addresses are displayed. You click on the desired one.

Hyperlinks

These are also known simply as links. Hyperlinks may take the form of text or images on a website or page which act as shortcuts to other websites and pages. These text and/or images already have the addresses/URLs assigned to them and all one need do is point at them with one’s mouse and click for the website or page to be displayed on the browser. When the mouse is moved, and the pointer (arrow) on the screen is placed on a hyperlink, the pointer (arrow) is transformed into a hand pointing a finger. This is one easy way of finding hyperlinks on a page. They usually appear as underlined, blue text although that doesn’t always have to be the case. Pictures with hyperlinks on them may have a blue outlined box around there or none at all.

Hyperlinks save one the need to type or copy an address into the address box first before being able access a website or page.
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Links

Search boxes and engines
Looking at the top part of the Explorer, we can see this ‘Search’ button:
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Clicking on it displays a search box from Microsoft website on the left side of the browser. There are many sites on the World Wide Web with search boxes some of the popular ones being www.yahoo.com, www.altavista.com, www.lycos.com and www.go.com. 

A search box works with a search engine with enables to you search the World Wide Web by typing in some key words and clicking a button (‘search’, ‘go’, ‘find it’, etc.). The search engine then looks all around the Web for websites and pages containing words and phrases or topics that best match the ones you typed. This way, you can find sites and pages whose addresses you never knew, but which happen to contain the information you are looking for.

You may also know a name or topic for a page, but don’t know the site address. No problem, simply type in the name or topic into a search box and search. For instance, the name for my personal homepage is Ikani’s Homestead. Using a search engine, such as Yahoo!’s, to rummage around the Web reveals the address: http://ikanishometead.tripod.com. 

It helps to be imaginative when trying to conduct a search over the Internet – try to imagine the manner in which the information you seek would be displayed on a web page, the kind of language that would be used. For example, if you are looking for news reports on Audu Hot purchasing a plastic mango to eat in Tanzania, typing that phrase into a search engine and searching might obtain a variety of pages for you talking about everything from a news report from correspondent Audu Bashir about Professor Mango feeling hot in Tanzania to the dangers of eating mangoes when the weather’s hot. You could do better picturing what such a news report would look like – headlines screaming: ‘Superstar Audu Hot of TVnaAfrica chokes on plastic mango on tour of Tanzania’. You then type in the keywords ‘Audu Hot superstar Tanzania tour 2002 March plastic mango celebrity news’ and search.

File Menu

[image: image14.png][He Edt Vew Favoies Loos Heb

Yew »
pen cuh

© Editwih Misosof FontPage

I sae ois
s hey are updat
Page Selup. xciting websit
P WP fpage
Send » [eful downloads
mport and Expot. Adobe Acrob:
Properties

© ok Offine

Close RCIINLY

‘gamji.com
o Black Invent
o AllAfrica. cor





On the menu bar just above the one with the Search button on the browser window, we find the ‘File’ menu. Clicking on it displays the items available, two very useful ones being the ‘New’ and ‘Save As…’ options.

Clicking on New reveals the ‘Window’ option and this opens a second, duplicate browser window of the initial one. This comes in handy when you need to save time by visiting two different sites or pages at the same time. By simply clicking on one window you can bring forward and place the other one behind. You can also minimise one window while you view the other. 

Save As… is used in saving pages from the Internet on to your computer, diskettes or other storage devices. Another method of saving pages and files from the Internet is to right-click a hyperlink to a page or file and then clicking on the ‘Save Target As…’ or ‘Save Picture As…’ option depending on what it is you wish to save.

Minimise, Restore/Maximise, Close Buttons
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On the top right-hand side of the browser window are three buttons: one with ‘-‘ on it, the other two bearing one or two squares and an ‘X’ on them respectively.

The ‘-‘ minimises a window, that is, ‘packages’ it down into a box on the toolbar where the ‘Start’ button is. You can reopen a minimised window by clicking on its shrunken box form on that toolbar.

The button with one or two square images on it makes the window larger or smaller. Clicking on the box when it has one square image on it, maximises the open window – it expands the window to its full open size. Clicking on it when it has two square images on it, restores the window back into a shrunken form.

The ‘X’ button completely closes the open window.

Favorites menu
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This is also on the menu bar on the top part of the browser window. Once clicked, the ‘Add to Favorites…’ option appears and you click on this to save the addresses to you favourite websites and pages under this Favorites menu. The addresses are saved as titles, which are links to the websites and pages, you just click them. This is useful in collecting convenient links to your favourite sites and pages and storing them on your browser without having to use the address box. 

Scrollbars
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You may notice a vertical bar on the left side of the browser and in some cases another horizontal one under the page being displayed. There may yet be more such bars on the page itself. These are scrollbars, which help you move up, down or sideways to view the contents of a page. All you do is click on any of the buttons with triangle arrows on either end of the bar to move the bar in the desired direction. You can also click on the bar and still pressing and holding down the button on your mouse, move the mouse in the direction you wish to move the bar. This is called dragging the scrollbar. Be sure you don’t stop holding down the button with your finger as you move the mouse.

Back/Forward Buttons
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These buttons are used for moving backwards or forwards to previously open web pages on the browser.

Stop Button
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The browser has to receive data making up a website or page before reorganising everything to display the information you can view. Yes, it’s like your TV set receiving signals from its antenna. The process of receiving the data reconstructing the website or page on the browser is referred to as downloading. Sometimes, either as a result of some noise or problem with the phone line being used on the computer or as a result of some other problem from the ISP, downloading occurs very slowly meaning more time is taken for the website or page to be displayed. You may decide to save time by viewing only the information you seek on a page and not having to bother downloading all the rest. Here, you just click on the Stop button to stop the download and display whatever has been gotten so far.

Refresh Button
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Clicking on the Refresh button causes an entire web page displayed on the browser to be ‘re-downloaded’ and reopen to display a ‘fresher’ version. Sometimes, new information is added to a site while you may have downloaded it and are viewing it. However, you only get to see only the version of the page you have downloaded and not the new one, unless you refresh the page. This is especially the case with news sites, where breaking news stories have to be added on to existing pages.

Refreshing a page is also useful where a downloading page may have been stopped at the wrong point.

Home Button
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This button has the picture of a house on it and is used to display the default homepage on your browser. The default homepage is a particular page that is set for the browser to display first whenever its window is opened from clicking or double-clicking the browser icon. Useful, fast downloading pages or your favourite page can be set as your homepage. You can do this by clicking on the ‘Tools’ menu on your browser and then ‘Internet Options…’ from the choices displayed. The Internet Options dialogue box is opened and then you can type in your homepage into the homepage address box shown. Be careful what you do with the Internet Options dialogue box lest you damage your system’s configuration and Internet connectivity. Setting the homepage is safe enough.

History Button
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This displays a ‘historical’ list of sites and pages, which have been visited, and on which days, on the left side of the browser. The links are actually displayed.

Online/Offline
When you connect to the Internet and are surfing or browsing through websites and pages, while they are actively downloading on to your browser, you are said to be online.

When you disconnect from the Internet but are still viewing an already downloaded site or page on your browser, you are doing so offline.

Even when you have disconnected from the Internet, your computer temporarily stores copies of the websites and pages you visited while online (these are gradually deleted from the system to save space).

A good idea would be to visit all the sites and pages you wish to go through, allow time only for them to download (do not go through them online yet) then disconnect and view them all offline. This way you spend less time over the phone line and cut down on your bills.

Useful Tips On Emails
Email (or e-mail) stands for electronic mail, which is a means of exchanging messages between computers and over the Internet. These may be private, individual messages or official ones for companies, schools, banks and other organizations and institutions.

While ordinary letters may require days to be delivered, text messages, sound and video clips take only seconds using email to reach their destinations. Using emails may sometimes even be cheaper than communicating over the telephone. This is because you can type all you would have spent twenty minutes saying over the telephone, on your computer, connect to the Internet and email everything off in mere seconds.

To send and receive email you need to have an email account (similar to your Internet account) with a username and password. 

You can pay for an email account from your ISP who will then configure an email programme, such as Microsoft’s Outlook Express, on your computer allowing you to send emails, receive and store them directly on to your computer. This way even when not connected to the Internet, you can read your stored messages. One advantage of this is that you can connect to the Internet only to download your messages then disconnect and read them all at your convenience.

Alternatively, you may choose to get an email account online from any of the many websites offering free accounts (for example Yahoo! Mail from the Yahoo! website or Hotmail from the Hotmail site). You will be required to sign up or register for them online. While these accounts are free, 

· you have to be online in order to access them

· the messages are not stored on your computer and sometimes cannot be saved on to your system either

· each page with your messages comes with a sponsors advert which may delay the download of your messages and more time is taken

· you are limited to the amount of email the site offering the service permits you to keep unlike in the case of storing on your computer where you are only limited by the free space you have.

But then again, these free accounts do not cost you anything nor do you have to renew subscriptions for them making fresh payments.
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Microsoft’s Outlook Express

Writing, Sending, Receiving And Storing Emails
Whether you have an email account configured on your system or are using a free email account online, when using them both types have some similar features and functions you will be using. 

When you have an email account opened for you, your username normally becomes part of the address people will use to send you messages. The username will be followed by an @ (at) sign and the domain name for your ISP or the website offering the account. For instance, if your username is denjabelle and you are using Yahoo!’s email services, your email address becomes denjabelle@yahoo.com, which simply means ‘send email to denjabelle whose account is at yahoo.com’s mail page’.

An opened window for your account’s (after signing or logging in on to it with your username and password) mailbox tends to have the following:

1. Inbox, which you click on to display all the messages you have received.

2. Outbox, clicking on this displays all messages about to be sent from you to someone else, that is, transfer is still taking place (this is one of the features of Microsoft’s Outlook Express).
3. Sent (Items), clicking on this displays all the messages successfully sent from you to someone else.
4. New Mail/Compose – this is the component that allows you to type your message, address it and send it. On the composition page you type the email address to the person you wish to send a message in the ‘To’ box. If you wish to send the same message to more than one person, you type all the addresses separating each one with a comma (,) or a semicolon (;). Typing addresses in the Cc (carbon copy) sends a copy of the message to those addresses. Bcc (blank carbon copy) does the same thing as the Cc but names typed in this box do not appear on the message when viewed by the person who receives it. In the Subject box you type the subject of your message, a title that may describe the content of your message to the recipient before he or she opens it to read. The large blank box or space is where you type in your message. You can use ‘Attach’ or ‘Add Attachments’ to include (attach) separate files, documents or pictures to your email message. Clicking this option opens a box from which you select the location of the item you wish to add then the item itself (click on the item and on the Open and/or Attach button[s] ).
5. Folders, clicking on this displays links to all the other components like Sent, Inbox, Trash, and so on.
6. Draft, clicking on this displays messages that have been stored, to be completed and/or sent at a later date.
7. Deleted/Trash, clicking on this displays the stored copies of unwanted messages which have been cancelled or deleted and can then be permanently be removed from your mailbox. To delete a message from your mailbox, you click on it once (Outlook Express) or click on the small box next to its title, displayed on your Inbox page, to tick it. You go on and click on the ‘Delete’ button or link.
8. Reply/Reply All, clicking on this, after viewing a message you have received, opens a composition page with the message sender’s address already typed in automatically as well as his or her message. The subject or title now also starts with ‘Re:’ (for example, ‘Re: Hello’ for a reply to message to you titled ‘Hello’). This enables you to reply the message immediately.
9. Forward, here you get something similar to Reply/Reply All, but you type in, by yourself, the address(es) to which the message is to be passed on. You are passing on the message not replying.
10. Address Book, clicking this takes you to an environment in which you are able to save email addresses attaching attributes, such as the person’s name, occupation and telephone number, to them. This way whenever you want to send someone a mail, and his or her address is already in your address book, you need only type in the person’s own name and the computer recognises the email addresses to send the message to. In fact, you just type in the first few letters of the person’s name and the rest is filled in automatically. This way if you have Okiemute’s address in your address book, you only type in her name and the computer emails your message to her email address, which is okyeeemute@huushe.org.
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Composing an email message

Using The World Wide Web
The World Wide Web is an excellent place to meet different kinds of people, get as much information you can handle, enjoy yourself and make new discoveries. There are already millions of websites and pages in existence and thousands more are probably been added each day.

Some of the popular kinds of websites and pages include:

1. Search Portal sites such as www.yahoo.com and www.altavista.com which have search engines and have large collections, directories, of links to websites and pages dealing with all sorts of topics and issues you can think of. You use such sites when you are trying to find something on the World Wide Web.

2. News sites like www.cnn.com and www.allafrica.com, which carry news reports and articles from all around the world.

3. Electronic Greeting Cards sites with all sorts of beautiful pictures or funny stories and so on, you can fill in the way you do with email and mail off to friends and loved ones. They look like postcards and can bear your messages. Examples of these kinds of sites are www.passionup.com and www.bluemountain.com. 

4. Entertainment sites with news and information related to the entertainment industry - music, films, celebrities and so on. www.reel.com is a good site for information on films and www.mp3.com deals with music.

5. Job Search sites, like www.itjobsnigeria.com, which keep employers and people seeking jobs and employment up to date with the kind of information they need.

6. Books sites with information and news from the world of books and booksellers, for example www.amazon.com. 

7. Sites for children and youngsters like www.disney.go.com, www.dccomics.coms and games sites like www.cowfighter.com. 

8. Sports sites like www.sports.com dealing with the world of sports.

9. Business sites, which keep you informed with developments in business around the world, for example www.cnnfn.com.

10. Personal homepages, sites built by individuals to display their talents and/or cover topics, issues or hobbies that interest them. They can also be dedicated to social events like weddings or can contain family pictures or even details of a person’s professional qualifications. Examples of these are, my ‘links page’, ikanishometead.tripod.com (note ‘www.’ is not included in this address) and tssquare.topcities.com (no ‘www.’ here either).

While there are so many fascinating websites and pages, there are also some very bad and even dangerous ones to beware of such as:

· Warez sites which deal with the exchange of pirated items online that is against the law and considered criminal offences

· Porn sites with nasty content that are also illegal in some countries and considered immoral by some cultures and religious beliefs

· Hate sites preaching hate and violence against peoples of different races, religions and so on.
Many times, these kinds of negative sites tend to use secretive addresses to try and conceal themselves from the authorities and can damage your browser’s functioning or even your computer with harmful programmes attached to the sites and pages. Be careful!

Placing Your Content (Stories, Pictures, Information, etc.) Online

You can join the world of the Web too and participate in the information exchange by building your own website or personal homepage and placing it online. Doing this also requires following some basic steps.

1. Designing the website or page – First, you need to gather all your material in place. Then you need to think out how you are going to arrange them and present them on a page or pages for a worldwide audience to view and use. The same approach is taken in designing posters, brochures or magazines and books. Usually, pages, which are tidy and easy to go through and use, are the best kinds. You don’t really need to fill your pages up with too much designing and pictures – this would slow down the speed at which they are downloaded. You will need software like Microsoft’s FrontPage or Macromedia’s Dreamweaver for designing your pages. Programming languages such as HTML and Java may also be used. You can do the designing and build up your pages on your own or employ the services of a web designer to do it for you. Tools and resources available on the Internet is making web designing simpler and simpler these days.
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2. Hosting the finished website or page – When you are done with the web designing, you are going to have to place the finished product online for visitors to access. This is referred to as the act of web hosting. Your site or page has to be hosted on a special kind of computer called a server which has to always remain connected to the Internet so visitors from around the world can access it at any time of the day and night to view your work.

Two ways you can host you work online are:

· Using the services of ISP to host your site or page on their server for a fee and of course, paying another fee get it a registered domain name (this is usually ideal for companies and organizations). There are various domain name extensions with which your site can be registered like .com (for companies), .bank (for banks), .edu (for educational institutions), .net (for an Internet organization or site in general) and many others.

· Going online and finding a free web hosting service (like free email) to use. All you do is register (for free) a username and password for a fixed amount of free space to be given to you for hosting your material. This free space comes from the server used by the website giving you the service. As with free email, your choices for your website or page are limited by the service provider’s terms and adverts will be placed on your page(s) which you have no control over. Most importantly, you will not own your own domain name for your site or page’s address. Your address appears as part of the service providers, for instance, www.abudaudaT.com/mywebsite.

3. Promoting the new website or page – The next thing that comes after having your site or page successfully hosted online, is to get as many people as possible to know about it so they can visit and view your material. The more people visit and keep coming back, the more successful you can say your site or page is. But, people won’t get to know about it unless you tell them about it. When you pass on the news of your website or page to members of your family, friends as well as people you do not know using posters, radio jingles, TV adverts, emails, you are promoting your site. You can also promote your site by word of mouth, that is, by talking about it with someone. A very good way to get your site or page noticed online is to submit details about it to search portals. 

Doing Business Over The Internet
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Another fascinating aspect of the Internet is e-commerce (electronic commerce),  buying and selling goods and services online using the likes of websites and email. A website can be cleverly designed to act as an office or an entire market place, like www.ebay.com where different items are auctioned. You can use a website to advertise your goods and services to people all around the world to come and buy. ikanishometead.tripod.com/mktplace.htm is one such page used for adverts. Adverts can also take the shape of banners, boxes that appear on web pages displaying advert messages.

Poor and developing countries, such as Nigeria, can benefit from the ease of online business, just like developed ones, especially when they have so many unemployed people who cannot be taken in by the companies and businesses available. Setting up businesses and building offices can be very costly in these countries, so one can see the benefits e-commerce has to offer with cheaper ways of doing these things. The problem is that in most poor and developing  countries there are not enough facilities to ensure good Internet access and there are not that many people with the knowledge and skills to set up successful e-commerce ventures. Things may be gradually changing for the best, however.

Some Problems Facing The Growth Of The Internet In Countries Like Nigeria
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1. There are not enough facilities for the Internet’s growth and development. For example, facilities like enough telephone lines, more affordable ISP equipment, the likes of fibre optic lines, which give much faster Internet connection and access.

2. The are still so many people who do not know how to use computers and the Internet to their optimum capabilities. Not enough creative work is done.

3. Electricity supply needed for the operation of the computers for the Internet tends to be unstable disrupting activities.

4. There are more pressing political, social and economical problems occupying people’s minds.

But things don’t look too gloomy, the Internet is slowly making its impact on the way people live their lives in these countries. Just take a look at the number of people checking their emails in Nigeria today!

Well, go on – ENJOY THE INTERNET!
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